
APRIL 1, 2019   6:30 PM 
RREGULAREGULAR  MMEETING OF EETING OF SSWOYERSVILLE WOYERSVILLE BBOROUGH OROUGH 

CCOUNCILOUNCIL   
 
 
Council Vice President Keating calls the meeting to order.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Roll Call was taken, those present:  Mr. Christian, Mr. Cwalina, Mr. Keating, Ms. O’Donnell and 
Mr. Olejnick. Also present were Mayor Concert and Frank Leonard representing the Street 
Department. Mr. Alunni was absent due to illness. Atty. Yeager, Borough Solicitor, was also 
absent.  
 
A motion to accept the minutes of the March 4, 2019 meeting was made by Mr. Cwalina and 
seconded by Mr. O’Donnell. The vote was 4-1 in favor. Mr. Christian voted against.  
 
Monthly bills totaling $31,955.22 were paid on a motion made by Mr. Christian and seconded Ms. 
O’Donnell. Prior to the vote Ms. O’Donnell asked what the bill for TV’s taken to Waste Reduction 
was about. Mr. Breznay explained DEP required the St. Dept. garage to be free of TV’s after an 
inspection in conjunction with Storm Water Management. The TV’s were left over from years past 
and the Borough has not collected TV’s since the state stopped the practice many years ago. The 
vote was 5-0 in favor.  
 

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
- The Borough received a $500,000 Multimodal grant for road improvements recently. The 
Borough also received a LSA (Casino) grant for $150,000 last year and the Borough’s match 
money of $225,000.  Mayor Concert thanked Mr. Breznay for his work; Rep. Kaufer suggested 
either working with the West Side COG or Kingston Borough to stretch the funds and get a good 
number of roads paved. Mr. Breznay said West Side COG has the equipment but not the crew; 
however he emailed Kingston about discussing this and will talk with them in the near future. Mr. 
Christian said if Kingston would pave the roads we would need to swap workers, send some of 
our guys to Kingston to work while their crew would be working on the paving. Mr. Breznay will sit 
down with Mr. Amato and go over everything to see how we will approach this. More streets can 
be added if possible. Mr. Christian thanked Mr. Breznay for his efforts. 
- Recycling grant application has been submitted to DEP for 3,000 recycling bank. Updates as be 
given as received.  
- Harry E Bank removal update: There will an onsite meeting on Tuesday, April 2, noon, to kick off 
the project and give a brief tour of the operation and how things will operate; this is open to 
council and Mayor Concert. Meeting will start at job site trailer. Rep. Kaufer and Sen. Yudichak 
will be on hand. 
- The vacating of Avenue C was discussed. The area of Avenue C is from Hemlock Street to 
Church Street. Letters were sent to the parties affected and they all were interested in purchasing 
a parcel of ground from the vacating of Avenue C. A motion was made by Mr. Olejnick and 
seconded by Mr. Cwalina to start the process to vacate the property, the subdivision as well as 
the legal advertising. Time frame is about 3-4 months or more.  The vote was 5-0 in favor.  
- Letters to local legislatures (U.S. Sen. Casey, U.S. Sen. Toomey, U.S. Rep. Mueser, U.S. Rep. 
Cartwright, PA Sen. Yudichak and PA Rep. Kaufer) were sent about the storm water fee asking 
for help with either funding or elimination of the fee.  



- Pension plan audits for 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 (police and non uniform) were completed 
with not issues found.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Finance: Ms. O’Donnell: Read the February financial reports: General Fund: beginning 
checkbook balance: $37,964.72; transfers and revenue for the month: $130,518.02; expenses 
and transfers for the month: $87,408.25; ending checkbook balance: $81,074.49.  Liquid Fuels: 
beginning checkbook balance: $68.29; transfers and revenue for the month: $15,800.37; 
expenses and transfers for the month $15,831.39; ending checkbook balance: $37.27. Sewer 
Assessment Fund: beginning checkbook balance: $28,601.62; transfers and revenue for the 
month: $2,608.75; expenses and transfers for the month $3,858.75; ending checkbook balance: 
$27,351.62. 
Solid Waste Collection: beginning checkbook balance: $42,764.20; transfers and revenue for 
the month: $35,835.74; expenses and transfers for the month $57,234.47; ending checkbook 
balance: $21,365.47.   
 
Liaison Officer:  Mr. Christian: 2 zoning hearings were held recently: 1 concerning a porch on 
Milbre Street was approved and a garage on Chapel Street was denied.  
 
Street Department: Mr. Olejnick: WVSA swept streets recently. A tractor is down and needs 
about $4,000 in repairs; there is a possibility of lease to buy a new tractor which will be looked 
into. Forty Fort is submitting a grant application for a new tractor. Perhaps the town can go in on it 
as we did in the past. Bob Chipego has been trained in storm water management and should get 
an increase in salary. A motion was made by Mr. Olejnick and seconded by Mr. Cwalina to give 
Chipego a 75 cents per hour raise effective immediately. The vote was 5-0 in favor. Frank 
Leonard’s raise will be discussed.  
 
Police Department: Mr. Keating: A letter from Chief Latoski asking for the borough to pay for his 
Chief of Police training as every year. A motion was made by Ms. O’Donnell to send the Chief to 
the training and pay the remaining balance of the cost which was seconded by Mr. Olejnick. The 
vote was 5-0 in favor.  The police report for March was read. Crossing guard’s times were read. 
Fines totaling $380.34 were placed in the proper fund on a Motion made by Mr. Keating and 
seconded by Mr. Christian. The vote was 5-0 in favor.  
 
Fire Department: Mr. Cwalina: Kingston Ambulance has responded to 37 calls for the month. 
The deadline for the Kingston ambulance subscription drive has been extended to April 30. West 
Side COG talked about paving equipment and possibly having a dedicated crew to pave roads. It 
would save towns lots of money if a COG crew paved roads.   
 
Mayor Concert: Read a letter of resignation from Joe Opsitos, Civil Service Commission, citing a 
change in work schedule. The Borough will need someone to replace him. A motion was made by 
Mr. Olejnick and seconded by Mr. Christian to advertise for a civil service commission member. 
The vote was 5-0 in favor. The mayor wants to get a plaque to give to J & L Towing, Larksville, for 
their donations to the towns, they donated bulletproof shields at a cost of about $600 each, plus 
donated the Christmas tree and to other causes in town. Bunny Bumpers will be held on April 14, 
2-4 PM at the Girl’s Softball Field. Little League’s opening day is on April 27 at 10 AM. There will 
be a parade from Roosevelt Field to the Little League field. There will be a flag program called 
“Field of Memories” in June. The cost is $40/flag and will honor anyone who lost their lives such 
as coal miners, service personnel. The flags will be on display for 2 days and the purchaser will 
be able to take the flag home after the event is over. Council President Ron Alunni has been 



absent from meetings since January due to medical reasons and hopes to return very shortly, 
wishes for a speedy recovery is given and he is in our prayers.  
 
Atty. Yeager:  Absent. No report. 
 
Mr. Christian- Made a motion to rename Sullivan Street to Old Sullivan Street after meeting with 
the residents and Luzerne County 911 officials before the council meeting. Mr. Cwalina seconded 
the motion. The vote was 5-0 in favor. The Borough will sponsor a Little League sign for $150 by 
a motion made by Mr. Christian and seconded by Mr. Olejnick. The vote was 5-0 in favor. Time 
clocks for all departments were found at Staples for $299 per clock, cards were 200 for $100, and 
total cost for everything will be about $1,000 onetime fee. Mr. Christian made a motion to 
purchase the time clocks. Mr. Keating asked if there were any fees for service to which Mr. 
Christian replied there were not. Mr. Keating said he’s neither against it nor for it and will discuss 
it at a special meeting. There was no second to the motion. Mr. Christian withdrew his motion. Mr. 
Christian asked the police what is their policy on responding to ambulance calls. Mayor Concert 
said they are responding to calls as needed and necessary and to use their discretion.  Mr. 
Christian said someone brought it to his attention about an ambulance call where a resident was 
unconscious and the officer said he would go if needed. Mr. Christian further stated that if a 
person calls 911 it is either the caller or someone else needs help but the person passed away 
and their response policy for ambulance calls should be reviewed and prioritize ambulance calls. 
Mayor Concert said that prior to Kingston Ambulance taking over our police did respond to calls 
but after Kingston Ambulance took over the policy was changed to respond to calls as needed. 
Mr. Christian said if there is an unconscious person the police need to look at the call to see if it’s 
a suicide, overdose. Mayor Concert will review the policy again and the police know what calls 
they need to respond to.  

 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC                                

Joe Leonard, 46 Old Sullivan Street- Asked about the building that once housed Swoyersville 
Ambulance, who owns it, who takes care of it, are taxes being paid on it. West Wyoming Fire 
Dept. owns the building. Mr. Keating said when the ambulance was there it was tax exempt, now 
the ambulance is not there anymore it should be back on the tax rolls. Leonard asked how West 
Wyoming Fire Dept. got the building. Swoyersville Hose Company #1 and West Wyoming merged 
and acquired Hose Co. #1’s assets to include the fire truck and building. Mayor Concert asked 
Mr. Breznay to look into how the Borough can get that building back on the tax rolls.  
 
Kathy Breznay, Swoyersville Kiwanis Club- The banner program is completed and members of 
the club who work for the Borough, Gene Breznay, Mayor Concert and Shirley Gavlick, have 
talked to Jeff Zupko about getting the St. Dept to put the banners up. It was worked out that there 
were 2 days in May: May 2 and May 9 (Thursdays) that they can get the banners up. On May 19, 
2 PM at the Swoyersville American Legion pavilion a kick off get together. Council and Mayor are 
invited.  
 
Frank Leonard, 296 Shoemaker Street- Asked about the time clocks, and said before we get time 
clocks how about direct deposits for paychecks. A motion was made by Mr. Christian and 
seconded by Ms. O’Donnell to look into setting up direct deposit for employees. The vote was 5-0 
in favor.  
 
Tony Zambito, 161 Oliver Street- The Borough received a casino grant for paving streets and 
wanted to know what streets were being done. Mr. Cwalina said there are a number of them and 
perhaps with the help of the West Side COG we can do more with the money we get. He 
commented that Russ Singer was not at the meeting and no report. Mayor Concert said he had 



given a monthly report but as not read. Zambito said that he was to be sent a letter that he was to 
attend the meetings. Mr. Breznay said the letter Mayor Concert signed to Russ Singer stated 
either submit a report or attend the meetings. Wanted a total amount of billing for all Swoyersville 
Borough for the storm water fee, asked for it before, the mayor wants a letter sent to Mr. Singer 
asking him to attend all council meetings.; asked when they were to start street sweeping, Mr. 
Keating replied they are doing it now, Zambito would like to have a schedule for the sweeping in 
the future so the streets are swept better. On Oliver/Jackson Street there is a junk vehicle been 
there for 2 years. The zoning officer will check into it. There will be a meeting regarding the storm 
water fee; it will be at Jackson Township Fire Dept., April 4, 6-8 PM.  
 
Greg Griffin, 42 Noyes Avenue- The storm water fee is here to stay, not going away. Thanked 
council for writing legislatures asking for help either by eliminating it or reducing it. The affects will 
be enormous, school district, businesses, everyone. Asked Mr. Breznay if the Borough received 
their fees yet, they did, about $1,800/year, includes everything, which Griffin said will be passed 
on to the residents. Wanted to ask Russ Singer a few questions about the fee, the consultant said 
at the February meeting that because of the ponding basins the borough may get a discount, 
however, Griffin wants the fee eliminated. Can we get an exemption because of the concrete 
channels and ponding basins? The mayor will have Mr. Breznay send Mr. Singer a letter telling 
him to come to the meetings. Griffin will nominate Zambito to take his place if Russ Singer won’t 
come to the meetings.  
 
Jennifer Heck, Susquehanna River Runners- Hold 2 mile run in town for a number of years, 
donated $100 for appreciation for the past races, and the race this year will be on July 6. A 
motion was made by Ms. O’Donnell and seconded by Mr. Christian to have the police help with 
the race. The vote was 5-0 in favor.  
 
Mr. Christian said Dave Levandoski, Brook Street, is concerned about the silt in the creek. There 
are excessive rocks and debris too; perhaps the rocks can be removed. Mr. Olejnick said the rock 
is an energy diffuser; it slows the water down during heavy rains to prevent erosion in the channel 
banks. Frank Leonard said the vactor truck tried to get the silt out with a vactor truck last year and 
the truck started to sink into the ground because the ground was very soft from the rains.  
Mr. Breznay said WVSA has it scheduled to remove the silt.  
 
The mayor asked Mr. Breznay about the TVs and if the borough is collecting them. Mr. Breznay 
said the collection of TVs stopped many years ago when the state said we could not dispose of 
them in landfills. The TVs being discarded were from prior years and TVs have not been collected 
for at least 5 years, if not longer.   
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. O’Donnell and seconded by Mr. Christian. The vote was 5-
0 in favor. Next meeting will be held on May 6, 2019, 6:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
Gene Breznay                                                                                     Ronald Alunni 
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